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FEDERALGOMMUNICAilONSCOMMISSION
. . WASHINGTON, D.C. 20554

3 MAR 1993 . ·IN REPLY REFER TO:

22>.

Mr. W. Bill Koch~ Jr.
12820 5th Isle
Leisure Beach
Bayonet Point, .Florida 34667

Dear Mr. Koch:

This is in reply
Notice of Proposed Rule Making (Notice) in PR Docket No.
(1992). This Notice proposes comprehensive changes to
governing the private land mobile radio services operati
bands below 512 MHz.

You are specifically concerned about the impact of these changes on radio
control (RIC) hobby users. Enclosed is a discussion paper concerning our
proposals for the 72-76 MHz band. In short, we expect there would be no
adverse impact on RIC operations because of any proposal contained in the
Notice.

We are, of course, sensitive to the concerns of both users of private land
mobile radio spectrum and RIC hobbyists. We will, therefore, take your
concerns into account when we develop final rules in this proceeding. As
indicated in the Notice, we remain convinced that without significant
regulatory change in radio operations in the bands below 512 MHz, the quality
of communications in the private land mobile radio services will continue to
deteriorate to the point of endangering public safety and the national
economy.

We want to thank you for your interest. Your letter will be included in the
record of the proceeding. We expect final rules to be issued in 1994.

Since~ ,,_".

J\'~~~d·~:
Richard J. Shiben
Chief, Land Mobile & Microwave Division
Private Radio Bureau

Enclosure

Copy to: Honorable Michael Bilirakis
Q+L
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Legislative Liaison
Federal Communications Commission
Office of Congressional and Public Affairs
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Sir or Madam:

I am enclosing, for your review, a copy of comments which I received
from several of my constituents.

In summary, they are concerned that the F.C.C. plans to create more
land mobile frequencies by splitting them into narrower bandwidths
and rearranging the band plan. If this is done many who own radio
controlled models will lose not only the time enjoyed using these
models, but the money that was invested in the purchasing of this
expensive equipment.

I would appreciate your thorough review of the attached comments.
Please forward your response directly to my constituents.

I would also be grateful if you would send a copy of your response
to my Washington, D.C. office.

Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter.

With best wishes, I am

~~relY yours,

\I]l~~~akiS
Member of Congress

MB:hs
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January 31, 1993

The Honorable Mike Bilirakis
US~ouse of Rep$
Washington, DC 20515

RE: Docket 92-235

pear'Congressman Bilirakis,

f~~~, ,
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It has been brought to my attention that the FCC has issued a '
proposal' to insert two new frequencies between frequencies used
by model aircraft.

I am STRONGLY OPPOSED to this action for theese reasons:

1. Model aircraft transmitters are low power and
interfearance can easily be a problem especially since the
usage of the new inserts will be mobile. Interfearance can
cause a model to crash, causing a financial loss, (some planes
represent a cost of almost $1000.00), and possibly bodily harm
or even death. If a plane in the neighborhood of 50 pounds
traveling at 70 to 90 miles per hour were to suddenly go out
of control (at some of our local club functions there may be in
excess of 200 spectators), there could be a disaster.

2. At the time of this letter I currently own 4 radio systems
at a cost of approxamatly $950.00. These new inserts will make
some of that investment wasted.

3. I am involved in scale modeling and will be travelling in
other states. This may end a hobby that I have hours,(too many
to calculate) in scale aircraft.

Please do all that you can to keep the frequencies for model
aircraft protected from interferance.

Thank You.

SincerelY,

Ed Dugo
9129 Oneal Ave
New Port Richey, Florida 34654

AMA #216826
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27 J~n 1993
Th~ HonorableM~chael Bilirakis
U. S. House of Reps.
Washington, D.C. '20515

Dear Mr. Bilirakis:

_'1 ar:n curre~tly a- Lieutenant Commander in the'United States
Coast Guard'and an instructor pilot in the Coast Guard HG-l30H'
"Hercules" aircraft. I have over 6000 fl~ght hours and have been
flying full ·size military and civilian aircraft for the last 24
years. You would think that I'd be tired 6f avi~tion but my
hobby -for the last 30 years has been building and flying model
aircraft! I have over $2,000 invested in 10 aircraft and in
radio control equipment and compete in local, national, and
international events. I operate at a local park and have
introduced countless young people to the world of aviation
through radio control model aircraft. Like myself many have
grown up to enter aviation careers. For teenagers it's a great
way to teach them valuable building and flying skills. It's also
a great hobby that keeps their minds keen and their "bodies off
the streets".

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently
under consideration by the Federal Communications Commission
(FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new
rules will greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently
assigned for model use and increase the risk of accidents and
attendant liability for controlling model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. This
band is primarily used for private land mobile dispatch
operations. However, our radio control frequencies in this band
are far enough apart from the land mobile frequencies that we
have been able to share the band without either use interfering
with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by
splitting them into narrower bandwidths and rearranging the band
plan. As a result, many land mobile frequencies will move closer
to the radio control frequencies and cause interference to radio
control operations. I am told that of the 50 frequencies that
are presently available for radio control of model airplanes,
only 19 frequencies will be left if these new rules are adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go to
great lengths to assure the safety of the operators and by
standers and the protection of property. Many of our safety
precautions involve the careful coordination and use of he radio
control frequencies. If the number of usable frequencies is
diminished as proposed by the FCC, the remaining frequencies will
become congested and the margin of safety will be greatly
d~creased.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans up
to 10 feet and weigh as much as 30 or 40 pounds. The models
themselves are expensive to build; but more to the point, they
are capable of causing property damage, serious injury, or even
death if radio interference causes the operator to lose control
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'··of the craft. . We often fly our. model's at organizede",ents and
contests. where ·hundreds' of operators participate. We' need the
use' of our full complement of raoio frequencies in order to
assure a safe flying environment .

. .Ido not think it ,is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the
oper~tion conditions of land ~obile radio users at the expense of
radio control modelers. The FCC may not think we are as
important as business users of radios, but we have a.considerable
investment in our models and in our radio equipment. The hobby
provides many hours of' enjoym~nt for thousands of people like
myself and contributes to the advancement. and develop~ent of the
commercial aviation industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by
not allowing the FCC to carry out its proposals for the 72-76 MHz
band.

Sincerely,

!I~-rw1,~
Victor rI. -Tyber
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Dear Mr. Bilirakis 1/29/93

I am writing this letter in reference to a notice of
proposal rule making NPRM-PR DOCKET 92-235 which the F.C.C. is
considering. As a model Airplane builder dating back to the early
forty's and a avid user of radio control I strongly object to
this proposal, first of all it will make all of my equipment
obsolete which to me is an ivestment of several thousand dollars.
In addition to my radio equipment, I have about 3 thousand
dollars in model airplanes.I belong to the West Pasco Model
Pilots Association, we are a dedicated group of men and we take
our hobby very seriously. This proposal of Frequencies is so
close to our existing ones, that it will cause interference and
render most of our model frequencies unusable. I am a retired air
force service man who served my country in time of war, and I
look forward to my hobby of model aircraft constructing and the
thrill of seeing the fruits of my labor take to the air. This is
one of the only enjoyments I have in my retirement, so please I
urge you to consider this F.C.C. proposal and do your utmost to
prevent it from becoming a reality. Thanking you in advance for
kind attention to this matter.

Si rely ~o~

c-~/'. ' /1:5/D
osep&lJ . ago

4853 Crestknoll In
New Port Richey, Fl.34653
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"I am retired and derive·many hours of
enjoyment from constructing and operating. radio conti-olIed·model aiq>lanes." ''I hav~ been
interested in aviation for as long.8S.I can ~member. I am very active in a local clUb whose members
enjoy constructing and operating radio controlled model airplanes."]

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently under consideration by the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new rules
will greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned for model use and increase the risk of
accidents and attendant liability for controlling model airplanes.

Our radio'control frequencies are in the 72 - 76 MHz band. This band is primarily usedforgrimvatflndmodili
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The H6nor~ble Michael Bilirakis
u.s. House of Representatives
Wash, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Bilirakls
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I am retired and derive many hours of enjoy­

ment fran constructing and operating radio controlled model
airplanes. I am very active in two local model clubs.

lam very concerned about proposed rules
that are currently under consideration by the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC). The proceeding is PR Do~ket

92-235. If adopted, the new rules will greatly reduce the
useability currently assigned for model use and increase the
risk of accidents and the attendant liability for control­
ling model airplanes.

The FCC wants to create more mobile freq­
uencies by splitting them into narrower bandwiths and re­
arranging the band plan. As a result, many land mobile
frequencies will move closer. to the radio control operations.
I am told that of the 50 frequencies that are presently avail­
able for model airplanes, only 19 will be left if these new
rUles are adopted.

We as responsible modellers feel that
the proposed changes will increase the congestion within
our frequencies and that the margin of safety will be
greatly reduced, if not downright dangerous.

WE NEED THE USE OF OUR FULL COMPLEMENT
OF RADIO FREQUENCIES IN ORDER TO ASSURE A SAFE FLYING
ENVIRONMENT.

The FCC may not think we modellers are not
important, but, we have a considerable amount of money in­
vested in our hobby, a hobby which provides many hours Of
enjoyment to thousands of people like myself, and which I
am sure contributes to the interest and advancement of
aviation to our young people, who are after all our future.

Please help me continue the safe enjoy­
ment of my pastime by not allowing the FCC to carry out
ite proposals for the 72-76 MHz band.

Sincerely


